


will note that a rigorous approach to drafting was undertaken by the Ministry, and furthermore, 
that the principles are in line with the Parliamentary Counsel Office’s drafting principles. 

Implementation of definitions 

As mentioned in previous correspondence, while councils must use the definitions in the 
Planning Standards, the definitions do not govern how councils manage the environmental 
effects of activities. This is achieved through plan rules. How councils develop plan rules to 
manage the environmental effects of buildings, including mobile homes, is up to them and their 
communities.  

Should you feel that the above does not reasonably address your concerns, this guide provides 
information about the agencies you can approach if you are unhappy with a decision made 
under the RMA: https://www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/rma/everyday-guide-rma-resolving-
resource-management-act-concerns. 

I commend your interest in this matter, and I encourage you to continue to get involved in 
planning processes. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Jo Gascoigne 
Director – Natural and Built System  
Ministry for the Environment  
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